
    The Cruets are two matching covered glass 
containers that hold the water and wine.  The Wine 
and Bread are brought up at Offertory time by 
Members of the Parish Community as “Gifts to 
God” and given to the Priest.  The Servers take the 
Cruets to the Credence Table. 

   The Paten is a saucer-like metal dish used to hold 
the large-presentation Host that the Priest holds up 
for all to see during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

   The Ciborium is a metal covered container 
similar to the Chalice that holds the Consecrated 
Hosts after all the people receive Communion; it is 
placed in the Tabernacle, a place of honor on the 
back altar. 

 

The Chalice 

is a large cup used during 
Mass to hold the wine 

which the Priest changes 
 into the Blood of Jesus 
Christ at Consecration. 

 



  

       There is usually a Crucifix on the 
altar; it reminds us that Jesus died 
on the Cross and sacrificed His life 
for us. 

       There are brass followers on the 
Candles, they prevent the candle 
wax from dripping on the altar linens 
while the candles burn.   

        The finger towel is kept on the 
Credence shelf; Father uses this to 
dry his hands after the Servers wash 
his hands with the pitcher and 
Lavabo dish (to catch the water as it 
flows over the Celebrant’s fingers). 

The Roman Missal contains all the parts of the Mass used by the Celebrant (Priest or Bishop 
or Pope).  It is carried to the altar at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

A smaller Excerpts from the Roman Missal is held by the servers before the Priest for the 
parts of the Mass celebrated at the Chair. 

The Lector reads from a book called the Lectionary containing the Readings from Scripture 
throughout the year for the Masses. 



 

The Monstrance is a large is a decorated cross-
stand where a Consecrated Host  
is shown thru a windowed insert,  

called a Luna,  
of the Monstrance during Adoration 

or carried in processions. 
 

The Thurber (Censer) and Boat (with a spoon to 
put incense into the Thurber) are used when 

incense is burned showing our prayers rise up to 
heaven.  The Celebrant will walk around the 

altar and bless it with incense at special Masses. 
 

The Censer is also used at funerals. 

 
     The Bells or “Sanctus bell” is rung by a server at 
Mass at the time the Priest elevates the Host and 
Wine before Consecration.  The bell ringing is 
supposed to draw everyone’s attention to the most 
sacred moments of the liturgy. 

The bells are also used at the Eucharistic blessing at 
Benediction. 

    The Sanctuary light is kept burning whenever the 
Body of Christ is in the Tabernacle. 

     At Christ the King it is a red flickering light to the 
left of the back altar in the Sanctuary. 

 
Notice the Monstrance 

on the small altar under the tent. 
Father carried it out of church in an outdoor Holy 
Hour Celebration held on Good Shepherd Sunday.  

Notice the special Cope he is wearing;  

he held the Monstrance on the way out of church, down 
the sidewalk, to the small altar  

with a Humeral Veil between his hands 
and the Monstrance. 

 

He also uses the Cope when he baptizes someone. 







Talk about when the 
things in the boxes → 
happen…in which part 
of Mass is it done? 

Left:  Servers carry Censer and candles 
in at the beginning of MASS. 

 
Below:  Pope Francis says the Mass in his 

private chapel during the pandemic. 


